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IMPLICATIONS

• Practicing skills helped the learners to 
become more confident and decreased 
anxiety

• A model has been developed to allow 
students an opportunity to practice skills 
if face to face experiences with clinical 
are not possible. 

• Senior students were provided an 
opportunity to engage in education of 
others.

• A model has been developed that can be 
utilized for additional activities such as 
peer to peer mentoring.

BACKGROUND

• COVID-19 forced schools of nursing to 
end face to face experiences for students 
in March, 2020. 

• Hospital clinical experiences and 
laboratory simulations were canceled.  

• Skills missed when face to face 
experiences were canceled were replaced 
with online virtual activities. 

• Students verbalized that they felt they 
would be behind in the next semester 
because of the missed clinical experience. 

PURPOSES

• To provide students who missed their 

medical/surgical or behavioral health 

clinical experience in their first 

semester of the Junior year an 

opportunity to refresh their skills. 

• To provide senior leadership students 

the opportunity to mentor the junior 

level students.  

METHODS

• A plan was developed to utilize  

simulation as a method to refresh clinical 

skills with the students. 

• The lead faculty for the medical surgical 

and mental health clinical experiences 

developed the simulation that 

incorporated both courses 

• One student that missed their medical 

surgical clinical and one student that 

missed mental health clinical were 

paired to work together

• Students were given information about 

the simulation to review 

• Each simulation lasted about one hour 

that included a debriefing session

• Senior leadership students participated 

through role play and as observers of the 

Junior students.  

CONCLUSIONS

The simulation experience: 

• benefited both the junior and senior 

students

• students working together as a team 

• helped them support each other 

• helped with solving any problems and 

assisted with critical thinking (Eyikara

and Baykara, 2017).

• allowed opportunities for the senior 

students to recognize education needs 

• Junior students- practice of skills before 

moving to the next semester. 

• Senior students- supports their own 

knowledge and recognizing educational 

needs of others   
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